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Father Ruth's ariginal “wircleas shack” (radio building) on the
campus of 51 Martin's i 1914,




TS, an garly wirsless lelage

ph stetion operated by Falner Sebastan Autn at 56 Martin's College, Lacey

Wash. The map oCaes slaons with which Y5 exchanged Morse code maEsages






The “"KGB Radio Four” wowing them from the Tacoma Ledger's station in 1922, The musicians are Roy
Marzano, "banjoist and leader": Roy Beckman, saxophone Anna Luke, pianist; and Al Stewart,
drummer. Al Stenso (with headphones) is seated at the controls, with unidentified announcer at left
The group’s hit number was "Bow-Wow Blues," for which “chief announcer Alvin Stenso furnished the
bark.”
Note, at left, the musicians' microphone is an ordinary telephone to which a Victrola horn has been
attached. Next to it is a telegraph sounder, complete with resonating tobacco can. All radio operators

were obliged to listen for and relay distress messages from ships at sea in those days. {Tacoma Public Library)







Seattle City Light Superintendent James Delmage Ross personally supervised construction of KTW for
the First Presbyterian Church in 1922, This photo shows Ross (for whom Ross Dam is named) at work in
the transmitter room, inside an ornamental dome high above the church roof. By this time (1925)
partitions and a ceiling are in place. Earlier, the equipment was simply bolted to such beams and posts as
passed through supporting the cupola.



KTW in the 1930s. The operator's "board” with announce mike and controls is in the rack at left. Patch
panel connects with an attic studio (actually befow the transmitter room) and church sanctuary, where |
the flamboyant Rev. Mark A, Matthews held forth with Sunday sermons.




Announce booth and record playing equipment at KXA, around 1931.
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uilding, in the early 30's

KXA transmitter room, Bigelow B
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{University of Washington)
Chet Huntley, future TV newsman, was a poorly paid announcer
for KPCB, Seattle, in 1934. Here he produces a one-man low-
budget "opera broadcast” using phonograph albums, sound effect
records of applause and the orchestra's tuning up, and his own
commentary.
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SCENES AT KO M O POST-INTELLIGENCER STUDIO

Members of the Post-Intelligencer staff before the microphone in K O M O's
special studio in the P.-I. Building.
Upper left: Prudence Penny (Bernice Redington) telling the farr listeners
“What ta Prepare for Dinner’”

Upper right: Sunshine (Doc Wilson) and Sparky (Don Milligan) collect-
ing over K O M O for the annual P.-I. Christmas Cheer Fund.

Right center: Walter Rue, radio editor of the P.-l.. giving some hot news

just off the wrre.
Lower left: Art Chamberlin telling about the day's ball game.
Lower right: Willard Coghlin giving the P.-l1. late news flashes.



WEST COAST THEATRE FOLKS

Every Friday night a large crowd of theatre folks
—musicians, comedians, singers and other enter-
tainers—gather in K O M O's special studio "'back
stage”’ at the Fifth Avenue theatre for the weekly
West Coast Theatres’ radio frolic. Seated at the
ptano ts Hermie King, master of ceremonies, and
in front of him, seated on the floor, Jim Clemmer,
manager of the Fifth Avenue Theatre.

Joe Roberts
West Coast Theatres,

Announcer



TECHNICAL STAFF—REMOTE CONTROL TRUCK
Upper: K O M O's technical staff.  Left to right—Tom Rewak, F. J.
Brott, chief engineer: Earl Irvine, J. A. Johnson, F. B. Mossman, R. B.
Smith, Robert Flagler.
Lower: When local programs originate outside of KO M O's studios, the
remote control truck is used.



SCENES AT K O M O's TRANSMITTER

Upper: An operator on duty at K O M O's transmitter plant is required
to watch the frequency, power and modulation of his station and in addition
maintain a constant watch for distress signals from ships at sea and tele-
graphic communication with the National Broadcasting Company operators.
Lower: 4,000-volt power plant supplying K O M O's power.






150 WEEKS ON KOMO-K TCL

Warren Anderson's Radio Orchestra claims the record of the longest run of
any radio orchestra tn the West, if not in the entire country. Starting shortly
after K O M O's predecessor, K T C L, was licensed, this orchestra has broad.-
cast every evemng for nearly three years. April 6, 1928, marked its 150th
consecutive appearance over K O M O and its predecessor, K T C L. Left to
right, standing: Warren Anderson, director: Jack Wollenschlager, trumper ;
Bill Merrieweather, trombone; C. P. Puck, bass. Seated: Helene Hill, planist ;
Richard Cook, banjo: Orland Ogden, alto saxophone: Lowell Pershall. tenor
saxophone.




MRS, WILLOCK—A. E. DOME—JOHN HESSEMER

The taegest phusical culiure cluss in the Pocific Norrhwest o5 K O M O's

radie closs, which grthers soch week-day moening. i nomerooas horttes end

schoalfouses for exercises conducted by the Sestrle ¥'. M. T AL in co-apeme-

tion with Tarem Broedeosters.  Left o right Mew. Willock, A. B, Dome
amd Jahn Hessermer
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[=8alte Himloraal Socaty]
Studi “B.)" ane of lowr deluxe =i £ built for
KOMO-KJR s combined operation on the sevenlh
foor of the Skinnor Bullding in Seattie, Juty, 1933,
The construction was somet "II"ID marvelous Floors
lloatad on six inches ol balsam wool. Walls, doors
and ceilings were doubls; and glue, rather than nalis
neld things together, It was one of the finest broad
=t imetsilatanne 1 Eas wrsrled
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Leo Lassen broadcasting from 1ha radio booth of Sick's Stadium in 1931, (Seatlle Times phota by Dan

Duncan.)



i.-._ ._'.-"" IA \..'-" :rlf ‘q'l‘:1 =
: F‘. - "

FRANK I\/ICINTOSH & JB SR




MCINTOSH AT TWIN LAKES
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John H. Dubuque, chief engineer and popular announcer at KXA, Seattle in 1947, He's shown here at
the control board of KXA's Bigelow Building studio, reading a "spot” announcement and preparing
simultaneously to cue up a sound effect record on the near turntable.




























The original Channel 5 crew hamming it up in KING-TV's studio on Secon
Carlson, Clare Hanawalt (on ladder), Mi

Priebe, Tom Dargan, and Tom Rogstad.

d Avenue West. From left: Stan
que Talcott, Paul Sawin, Al Miller, Dave Crockett, Tom
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URSA MAJOR PLASTIC INSULATOR
BOTH HALVES













